g VOTES ano PROCEEDINGS, November, 179i.

The report on the petition of fundry inhabitants of Pennfylvania and Jerfey, was read the fecond
fime, agreeably to the order of the day, and unsnimoufly concurred with. ‘ '

Mr. %cott, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled, An a& to
lay off a road from Newmarket, in Kent county, to Ifaac Perkins’s mill, in faid county ; which way
read the firft and fecond time by efpecial order, paffed, and fent to the fenate by the clerk.

On motion, Leave given to bring in a bill, entitled, A fupplement to the alt, entitled, An a to
enlarge the powers of the high court of chancery. OrperED, That Mr. Scott, Mr. Wright and
Mr. %uvall, be a committee to prepare and bring in the {ame.

Mr. Duvall, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following report :

THE committee to whom was referred the petition of Elizubeth Dorfey, executrix of Thomas
Dorfey, of Anne-Arundel county, report, that they have taken the fame into their confideration, and
on a full, fair, and candid inveftigation of the fubje@, are decidedly of opinion that it was the inten-
tion of the legiflature, by their refolution of November feflion, 1790, to grant what the petitioner
now prays for, that is, .that the ftate will relinquith their right and intereft in the bonds mentioned
in the petition to her, and let her have the benefit of retaining the value of them out of the eftate
of her late hufband ; and the committee further report, that doubts being entertained whether the
faid refolution can be of benefit to the petitioner, the has returned all the faid bonds into the public
treafury, where they now remain, uncancelled and in full force, to be difpofed of at the pleafure of
the legiflature.

The committee are therefore of opinion, that meafures ought to be adopted to carry the intention
of the general affembly, at their laft feflion, into full effet; and for this purpofe, that leave be given
to bring in a bill for the relief of the pctitioner.

All which is fubmitted to the confideration of the honourable houfe. :

By order, C. WAYMAN, clk.

Which was read the firft and fecond time, concurred with, and leave given to bring in a bill pur-
fuant thereto. ORDERED, That Mr. Duvall, Mr. Ridgely, of Wm. and Mr. Wright, be a com-
mittec to prepare and bring in the fame.

Mr. Love, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled, An a&t for
the benefit of John Sewell ; which was read the firft and fecond time by efpecial order, pafled, and
fent to the fenate by the clerk.

The bill to enable the inhabitants of Durham parith, in Charles county, to ele& veftrymen and
churchwardens for faid parith, was read the fecond time by efpecial order, pafled, and fent to the fe-
nate by the clerk. - . -

Mr. Lowes, from tie committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled, An act
to enable the irnhabitants of Stepney parifh, in Somerfet county, to elect veltrymmen and churchwar-
dens for faid parith ; which was read the firlt and fecond time by efpecial order, pafled, and fent to
the fenate by the clerk. v

M. Scott, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled, An additi-
enal (upplement to the at, entitled, An a& to enlarge the powers of the high court of chancery;
which was read the firft time and ordered to lic on the table.

Mr. Douglafs and Mr. Ratcliff have leave of abfence. i

M. Wright, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a report on the petition
of the inhabitants of Saflafras Neck, in Czcil eounty ; which was read,

The bill to make better provifion for the appointment and qualification of conftables, and for
other purpofes, was read the fecond time and pafled.

Mr. Duvall, one of the members of the committee of grievances, brings in and delivers to Mr.
Speaker the following report :

THE committee of grievances and courts of juftice report, that Ezekiel John Dorfey, of Balti-
more county, and Edward Dorfey, fon of Edward, of Anne-Arundel county, have laid before the
committee complaints againft the fociety in Baltimore county for the abolition of flavery, for their
improper interference with the flaves of the complainants.

They have ftated and proved to the fatisfation of the committee, that Ezekiel John Dorley was
pofleffed of a mulatto flave named Jonathan, and Edward Dorfey of a flave (who is brother to Jona-
than) named David ; that they purchafed them as flaves feven or eight years ago, and neither of them
ever claimed any title to freedom until the month of January, 1790, when they cloped from their
mafters fervice and got into the pofleffion of the fociety.

That the faid flaves preferred petitions for their freedom in the criminal court of Baltimore county,
and the complainants entered into the ufual recognizance to fee them forthcoming, and te permit
them to attend court when neceflary 5 they thereupon took them home, and in a few days the flave
of Ezckiel John Dorfey again abfconded, and returned to Baltimore-town with a complaint of ill
treatment, which was inquired into, and the flave ordered to return to his mafter’s fervice, but com-
plaining that he was fick, he was permitted to remain in the cuftody of the fociety for twelve months,
upon their entering into a recognizance to pay Mr. Dorfey for his labour, if, on a final hearing of
the caufe, he fhould be adjudged a flave ; and he remained for a twelvemonth in pofleffion of the fo-
ciety. That the complainants, in gefending the fuits thus inftituted and carried on under the coun-
tenance and dire&tjon of the fociety, were put to very great expence in travelling to Pennfylvania,
New-Jerfey and New-York, to execute commiffions and obtain proof to combat the teftimany
Brought forward by the fociety on behalf of the petitioners.

That at Auguft term, 1790, the counfel for the Meffieurs Dorfeys urged a trial, which the fociety
sndeavoursd to procraftinate, by praying another cemmiflion to iluc, which was granted ; but ‘th;
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